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Sensuous	Methodologies
The	Audiovisual	Essay	in	Film	&	Moving	Image	Studies



VIDEOGRAPHIC	FILM	STUDIES

Creative,	critical,	performative film	studies	
practices	of	reframing or	remixing film	and	
moving	image	excerpts	….



VIDEOGRAPHIC	FILM	STUDIES

… which	are	published/distributed	online	in	
digital	videographic forms	which situate	
themselves	along	a	spectrum running	from	
‘explanatory’	through	to	‘poetic’.



On	the	Internet...

…“[T]he	repressed	film	culture	that	
gave	rise	to	film	studies	has	returned	
with	a	vengeance."

Mark	Betz,	‘Little	Books’,	in	Lee	Grieveson	and	Haydee Wasson	(eds),	Inventing	
Film	Studies (Durham	and	London:	Duke	University	Press,	2008),	319-341.



THE	PENSIVE	SPECTATOR
On	the	space	and	time	new	digital	affordances	(e.g.	DVD	
remote	controls)	seem	to	offer

“for	associative	thought,	[for]	reflection	on	resonance	
and	connotation,	[for]	the	identification	of	visual	clues,	
the	interpretation	of	cinematic	form	and	style,	and,	
ultimately,	personal	reverie.”

Laura	Mulvey,	Death	24x	a	Second	(2006),	146-147.		





http://scalar.usc.edu/works/videographic-essay/index



http://reframe.sussex.ac.uk/audiovisualessay/



http://mediacommons.futureofthebook.org/intransition/



http://mediacommons.futureofthebook.org/intransition/



https://vimeo.com/161220866



RICH	(TEXT)	OBJECTS?

”…a	hybrid	form—existing	somewhere	between	reading	and	
watching,	like	various	computer-related	activities—is	part	of	what	
seems	forward-looking	about	them.	Developments	in	fragmented,	
mosaic	forms	of	print	criticism	can	be	spotted	elsewhere	[…]	What	all	
these	forms	of	criticism	suggest	is	not	merely	a	less	linear	way	of	
approaching	film	experience	but	also	a	more	interactive
methodology.”

JONATHAN	ROSENBAUM	



https://vimeo.com/93840128





http://www.necsus-ejms.org/film-studies-in-the-groove-rhythmising-perception-in-carnal-locomotive/







https://vimeo.com/95910530



https://vimeo.com/192340183



SOME	EMERGENT	FORMS/TECHNIQUES

• Voice/narration	over	film	excerpts
• Text	commentary	or	quotation	over	film	excerpts
• Altered	motion	experiments
• Interfilmic and	intrafilmic Supercuts,	compilations,	

assemblages,	collages:
• Sequential video comparative montage
• Split/multiple screen comparative montage
• Comparative montage through superimposition


